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In conclusion it may be pointed uut that  Dr. 
Walther, of Nordrach, disapproves of the Plenum 
system as a, substitution, folr natural ventijlation, 
and  that  in hospitals where it is installed it is 
greatly to  be  feared  that however good may be 
the theoretical teaching of nurses  on the  subject 
of ventilation, their practical  knowledge of what 
may be termed  "natural " as  opposed  to artificial 
methods  must be lamentably deficient, and a 
source of danger  to patients whom they may be; 
nursing under  the conditions usual to  private 
houses. - 

'&gal matter5. 
MATRON v. MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT. 
At the. West  Riding Assizes a,t Leeds on Satur- 

day, before the  Lord Chief Justice, an action for 
libel was brought by Miss Elizab,e.th Martin, of 
262, Glossop Road, Sheffield, against  Dr. Richard 
Grammer Allen, cf Belper, th.e plaintiff claiming 
&CO damages. T h e  plaintiff was Matron and 
the  defendant Medical  Superinten~de,nt olf the 
Isolation Hcspitd, Belper. 

For  the plaintiff it, was .stated that  her profes- 
sional qualificattions, were gootd. She was ap- 
pointed Ma.tsou of Ithe Belper Isollation Hospital 
in IlIay, 1897. She  found  it  in anything but a. 
satisfac:olry sta.te, and took steps to put  it  on a 
sa,tisfactolry  ba.sis. From  the first there was fric- 
tlon betwwn  ber  and  the de~Fendant. On more 
than  one occaaion, she: ha.d tol remonstrate with 
him on the  way h e  went about his wvc'rk, and 
shortly after  one of these  comphints  he wrote a 
leittter tot the Committee mnki.ng grave  charges 

6 agai'11s.t her. The  defendant pleaded that th i s  

The hospital cle,rk ga>s'e evidence  that  he tolld 
the nurses, mhen they spoke t o  him, tha,t com- 
plaints. should be ma& in writing. 

One colmplaillt, made by th:e Medical Superi,n- 
tendent was t lnt  visitors, were a.1lowe.d t o  mis in- 
discriminately with patients in the grounds, a,nd 
in support of this a f'ornm  inmate of the hospital 
gsve eL4denc.e as  tot a visitor to  the hospital re- 
turning laster as, a patient,  She  had seen the 
laundry wc8nml molrning and evening and did  not 
think she changed her c1o:thes. A sworn state- 
ment t,ol t.lw contrary \vas, put in o:n rhis point. 

Mtiss Athill, Lady Superinten,demt of the  Royal 
Nurs'& Institution, a,t Derby, stated that hfiss 
Martill had beell, under  her folr some time, and 
she  decllned to aJlow nurses from. t-he institution 
to morlr under Missl Martin. 

T h e  Judge  held \$hat the! \stat!ement of the M'edi- 
cal  Superintendent t o  t)he  Co~mm4ittee was privi- 
leged, and a.sked ,the jury t6 decid,e  mhether there 
was malice. After  four hours' deliberation the 
jury were unable tot agree. Thle case, there- 
fore, is prcceeding as ne go to  press. 

'colmmunication was privileged,. 

~ i c l l t ~  1 R W ~ i l t Q  mOte5. 
WAR MEDALS FOR NURSES. 

service in nurslng sick and wounded soldiers 
attended ak Madborough  House on.July zgth, and 
h,ad the ho.l,olur cf rweivin,g  the war medal from 
the King. 
L-L. C. Agg, E. M. C. Anderson, E. J. Atkins, 

P. Ahnett. 
?I.-J. Bulwan, M. M. B,rcnvn, E. R. Brown, G. 

Balfcur, L. Basan, A. A. Boiwles. 
L'.-E. P. Carrutheras E. J. Cashh, J. Charlescn, 

A. R. Ccngngham, L. G. Ccdey, F. E. 
Crolss, W. H. Crabltree, L. H. Craw, A, E. 
C,able, T. A. Cobbold, E. S. Coloper, R. A. 
Ccs-Davie.s, E, J. Cumming, F. Co1,bome. 

D.-A. E. Das$soa, A. F. Draper, G. Digwood. 
E'.-A. Floyers, G. E. Frances, A .  Fish,er, E. W. 

Flanders, M. .C. Fisher, G. Fletcher, W. J. 
Fronman, C. Fullagar. 

G.-M. J. Gcrdca, M.,W. Gooldhue, RI. A. Grant, 
A. Gran1:ha.m. 

H.-C. Hanbury, E. M. J. Halke'tt,  R. G. Hill, 
h Hilson, R. M. Hoare, E. M. Howasd, B. 
Hustco, C. M. Harvest, E. M. Hemptk, A. 
F. Hislop. 

The folllcwing ladies who) have rendered goad. 

/.--U. J. Jon.es, W. G. Jones, A. E. Joscelyne. 
L.-J. S. Lan~!be, S. L'ees, M. J. Lightfoot, M. 

LGW, F. B. Lambert, E. A. L,ee, E. Lewis, 
M. L. Loveday. 

N.-A. J .  McCulloch, M .  Miller, G. E. Morgan, 
111. A. Makins, E. McCaul. 

N.-A. Nison. 
P.-M. F. Pick, M. Penrose. 
R.--H. Richardscq N. Reds!oIx, A. F. 

Richa.rdsoa, E. Richardson,  A. G. Rogers, 
M. R,cgers, H. Rooke, M. E. Rowell, G. 
Iioaaldson. 

S.-%. C. Shannon, T. R. Stemhouse, T. E.. Skill- 
man, M .  J. S,pe&er, C. N. E. &eel, M. D. 
St5ephensox~, L. Schroldeir, H. M. Shaw, F. 
M. Shaw, A. S. Siddoas. 

2'.-C. $4. Thecphilus, W., R. Thcmpso'n, N. C. 
F. Tatbuka.u, W.. D.  Tripp, M. F. Truell, A. 
Tarr, G. 'fillcct, L. 31. Tlppetts. 

P.-H. M. Young. 
W . L .  A. White, E. A. 31, Wilson, E. Wilkin, 

' F. $1. G. Warra,ck, F. M. Wilkinsoa, L. J. 
B. \Villia.n1s; A. 3. Wi.lson, A. W. Walkin- 
shaw, C. Walker, A. J. Willimams. 

, -  

We are  indebted  to  the courtesy of the Com- 
mander in Chief for the information that  the . 
following Nursing Sisters have recently prcceederl 

X. Newton (K. S. Wales K.S.), A. G. Cccks 
(S. Australian X.S.), C. Campbell (Civilian N.S.), 
M. G. Hill (,A.N.S.),, anri the following sisters 
from  the A.X.S.K. :--E. Croft, H. J. Henderson, 

to .South Africg.. :- 
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